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This webinar will showcase some of 

the most impactful development 

partners contributing to the scale up of 

energy access in sub-Saharan Africa.  

 

This webinar will kick off the UN 

Foundation's new country-focused 

webinar series with the generous 

support of the Mott Foundation. 

 

Please follow live Tweets via 

@energyaccessPN using #PNwebinar! 



Sub-Saharan Africa key to achieving universal 
energy access 
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Addressing energy poverty in rural communities 
should be a priority 



• In 2015, the largest market for off-grid 
solar products was sub-Saharan 
Africa with almost 1.4 million units 
sold. (REN21)  

• In the first six months of 2016, sub-
Saharan Africa accounted for 45.5% 
of solar products sold with close to 2 
million units. (GOGLA)  

• In sub-Saharan Africa the market for 
solar portable lights has grown by 
90% annually for the last four years 
(REN21). 

• Within sub-Saharan Africa, East Africa 
represented about 70% of total sales 
volume in the region and 77% of 
revenues. (GOGLA)  

 
 
 
 

Encouraging signs for 
distributed energy 

solutions 
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Encouraging signs for distributed energy solutions 



*Based on the Energy Access Practitioner Network 2016 annual survey results 

Access to finance a key barrier to growth for 
distributed renewable energy 
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Lack of after sales services

Poor product quality, market spoilage

Recruiting and retaining trained individuals

Lack of consumer awareness

Distribution challenges

Policy / regulatory environment

Access to finance for consumers
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Barriers to Growth in Distributed Renewable Energy 

Investors Practitioners



*Based on the Energy Access Practitioner Network 2016 annual survey results 

Lack of support from local banks and limited track 
record of industry players limit financing 
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No common platform to talk about impact investing

Better investment opportunities in other industries

Subcritical deal sizes

Lack of successful investments by investors

Foreign currency risk

Limited track record of industry players

No innovative deal or fund structures

Insufficient knowledge of investors

Lack of support from local banks in local currency
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Barriers to Financing Distributed Renewable Energy 

Investors Practitioners



*Based on the Energy Access Practitioner Network 2016 annual survey results 

Clear regulatory frameworks & renewable energy 
support mechanisms key challenges to scaling-up 
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Financial regulations (foreign investment and exit)

Financial infrastructure (central bank guidelines)

Mobile money tariffs and regulation

Training and skills development infrastructure

Subsidized fossil fuel-based energy services

Clear mandates and institutional arrangements

Power system planning

Standards and import control

Financial awareness and capacity (among lenders)

Design/implementation of renewable energy support mechanisms

Taxes on distributed renewable energy products

Permitting and licensing, including clear regulatory frameworks
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Practitioner Regulatory and Policy Challenges to Scaling-Up Distributed Renewable 
Energy in Sub-Saharan Africa   

Primary Challenge Secondary Challenge Tertiary Challenge




